500                           LIFE IN THE GIJPTA AGE

this record as having carried a discus like Visnu in the palm of his
hand.1 In the Deo-Baranark inscription of Jlvita Gupta II, it is
revealed how Adityasena was styled as a Parama Bhagavata^

In the western regions of the Gupta empire there was occasion-
ally a ruler who professed the Vaisnava faith. Maharaja Dharasena
I, according to the Maliya copper plate grant, dated A. D, 571-72,
was a Parama Bhagavata. 8 The Saranath stone inscription attributed
to the seventh century, pertaining to the reign of king Prakataditya,
tells us that he built a shrine for the god Muradvisa viz,, Vismi-
Krsna*4 The shrines at Deogarh, Jhansi District, in the United
Provinces and at Pathari, in the Bhopal Agency, ascribed to the
first half of the sixth century, contain Vaisnava sculptures. A
sculpture in the first is stated to represent Visnu reclining on the
serpent Ananta with the other gods watching, while that in the
second is the new-born Krsna, by his mother Devaki's side, watched
by attendants, 6

s

III.    Saivism
1,   The Beginnings and Growth of Saivism

Tinder the imperial Guptas Saivism, however, continued to flourish.
The Mathura pillar inscription of Candra Gupta Vikramaditya, II,
states how in A, D. 380, Arya Uditacarya, tenth from Bhagavata
Kusika, fourth from the Bhagavata Parasara, installed the images of
his gun and gurus guru Kapila and Upamita respectively in the
gurwvayatana** From this record it is clear that there -was a con-
tinuity of preceptors from the founder of the sect, the Lakulisa
Pasupata, and that image-portraits (guru-pratima) of the preceptors
were set up as though in a gallery for their commemoration and the
augmentation of religious merit. In this inscription Udita further
prays that all Mahesvaras and Acaryas should preserve, worship and
honour them as their own property.

In the reign of this king cave-temples for the god $iva were
excavated. In the Udayagiri cave inscription of this emperor it is
related how Saba-Virasena, the Sandhingrahika of Candra Gupta II,

1 Fleet, op. dttf (42) pp, 207-08.

6 Cf. Smith, History of Fine Art in Mia and Ceylon, p. 164, pi, XXXVI; also see
Brown, Indian Architecture, fig 3, pi. XXV,
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